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Cnidl. Lliclier: "Commencing ivith the week, before 
last, we went through the most concentrated, form of ter- 
ror that I’ve ever seen or dreamed was possible 



Pueblo Men Beaten Bruised 



SEOUL, Dec. 23 (/VP)— 
The 82 Pueblo crewmen 
feasted on steaks and all 
were reported In good shape 
today, although their com- 
mander said some still bore 
black eyes and bruises from 
beatings by their North Ko- 
rean captors. 

The men received prelim- 
inary medical checkups at 
the 121st Evacuation Hos- 
pital at nearby Ascom City 
and prepared to leave for 
Christmas reunions with 



their families in San Diego, 
Calif. 

Their skipper, Cmdr. 
Lloyd M. Bucher, 41, unfold- 
ed at a news conference a 
tale of terror, beatings and 
harassment at the hands of 
the North Koreans who 
seized their Navy intelli- 
gence ship Jan. 23 and held 
them in a prison camp. 

Bucher said that his men 
were beaten as recently as a 
week ago, but he added that 
he had heard one man was 



beaten Sunday, the day be- 
fore the North Koreans 
turned the crew loose on the 
basis of an apology which 
the United States repudi- 
ated before it was officially 
delivered. 

(In East Berlin, the offi- 
cial East German news 
agency ADN charged the 
United States with a breach 
of faith in international re- 
lations because Secretary of 
State Dean Husk declared ' 
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The 82 surviving Pueblo crewmen make their way to South 



Korea across “The Bridge of No Return.” 
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the apology signed to gain 
release of the men was “worth- 
less.” ADN said Rusk’s state- 
ment showed what value “the 
United States imperialists at- 
tach to international docu- 
ments and agreements which, 
on top of everything, are 
signed by themselves.” 

[In discussing the release on 
television Sunday night, Rusk 
noted that the North Koreans 
permitted the U.S. representa- 
tive at the Korean truce site 
to repudiate the apology be- 
fore signing it.] 

Fear of Beatings 

“I was beaten less than any- 
one else, 0 Bucher said at his 
news conference today. “I was 
mostly terrified of possible 
beating and I was kept in soli- 
tary confinement during the 
entire 11 months and there 
were many occasions when I 
didn’t think I was going to 
make it" 

He said the North Koreans 
never hit him with a club, as 



some of the men had been, but 
he was punched and kicked. 

“Commencing with the week 
before last, we went through 
the most concentrated form of 
terror that I’ve ever seen or 
dreamed was possible,” 
Bucher added, 
tr for add one 

“I wasn’t totally prepared 
for tlhe beatings ... I thought 
that they were totally brutal 
with no mercy of any kind. 
They were done for one pur- 
pose and that was to terrify 
people. I had about half of the 
crew last week beaten badly. 
There are still many people in 
the crew today who have car- 
ried black eyes and bruised 
ribs. I had one man last week 
who was beaten with a four- 
by-four. 

“I think that there are many 
in my crew who are in very 
bad physical condition and 
just from a nutritional point 
of view,” Bucher went on. 
“The bruises and that sort of 
thing I think are going to heal 
up quickly.” 

A spokesman at the hospital 
said the men all seemed in 
“quite good shape” after pre- 



liminary medical examina- 
tions. 

He noted that each had a 
small snack soon after the re- 
lease across the “Bridge of No 
Return” from North Korea. 
Their first real meal was con- 
sumed at the hospital and it 
consisted of “steak and all the 
accompaniments,” the spokes- 
man reported. 

At his news conference, 
Bucher denied that his ship 
ever was in North Korean wa- 
ters and said he made false 
admissions of guilt for the 
North Koreans to broadcast 
“to save some people from 
some fairly serious misfor- 
tunes.” 

“We were never closer than 
13 miles of land or offshore is- 
lands,” Bucher said. “We were 
attacked on the open seas and 
we were captured on the open 
seas. It is pure and simple as 
that.” 

As for the capture, he said: 
“I surrendered the ship be- 
cause it was nothing but a 
slaughter out there and I 
couldn’t see allowing any 
more people to be slaughtered 



or killing the entire pre w for 
no reason.” 

Fireman Duane H. Hodges, 
22, of Creswell, Ore., was fa- 
tally wounded during the sei- 
zure. His body was returned 
with the 82 survivors. 

Butcher said the crew made 
an attempt to destroy every- 
thing of importance aboard 
the vessel but “truthfully, we 
did not complete it.” 

The skipper was asked 
about a picture that had 
reached the United States 
showing some of the crewmen 
with their fingers in an unu- 
sual position. 

“They were trying to tell 
you that we’d been * had,” 
Bucher replied. “We continued 
that campaign throughout the 
time we were there whenever 
we had the opportunity to do 
so. We realized that if we 
were discovered it was going 
to be ‘Katie, bar the door,’ but 
we felt that it was important 
that if we could in some way 
get that information out so 
that there would be absolutely 
no room for doubt in your 
minds, the American people’s 
minds, that we’d been had.” 



